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CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY

Catholic Scripture Study Notes written by Sister Marie Therese, are provided for the personal use of students during their active participation and must not be loaned or given to others.

SERIES I
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

AND ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Lesson 6  Commentary  Luke 2:41-52

Lesson 7  Questions        Luke 3:1-38

THE MATURING YEARS OF JESUS

Luke 2:41-52

I. INTRODUCTION


In the last lesson we saw God’s unimaginable deed: the Father sent the Second Person in the divinity down to earth as a weak human child.  For love, this Son of God chose to lie in a feeding trough for animals, and to die as a convicted criminal for the sins of human beings.  He and the Father are all love for us.


In this lesson, we are now at the end of the “Prologue” of Luke—the end of the Infancy Narratives with the story of Jesus’ twelfth year.  We will first look at the simple story of the finding in the temple and ponder what it says to us of Jesus, for our lives and our faith in Him.   This account presents for the first time, the Savior in conversation and interaction with others.


Next we will consider the theology that Luke presents to us. 

II. JESUS LOST AND FOUND


A. Jesus’ Bar Mitzvah (Luke 2:43-45). In the first sentence (Luke 2:41-42) we see the reverence of Mary and Joseph going every year to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. “When he was twelve” brings our attention upon Jesus.  If you have ever attended a Bar Mitzvah, as this might have been for Jesus, you saw a Jewish boy approaching his thirteenth birthday with a definite entry into his obligations as a “Son of the Law” (Bar Mitzvah). In a synagogue in North Dallas, I heard a young Jew do this. He wore the side-curls of a student of the Torah, and gave a talk to the small assembly of his parents, relatives, and friends, and the Rabbi.


In Jesus’ time, the one place for the Passover lamb to be sacrificed was the temple in Jerusalem.  Whether Jesus had his Bar-Mitzvah here or not, Luke has reasons for placing the twelfth year incident here.


B. Jesus Stays in Jerusalem (Luke 2:43-45). Jesus behaves in a surprising way.  He stays behind without telling his parents, leaving us wondering how that could have happened. It is usually explained that the Jews split the caravan into two groups—the men and boys, and the women and children.  A boy might choose to be with his mother or father.  When the group stopped for the night and Mary found that Jesus was not with Joseph, and he that Jesus was not with Mary, they were so worried that they returned to Jerusalem, perhaps that night. And in the temple, three days later, there he was, with the teachers. His example here is full of meaning for us.


Jesus gravitated toward God’s house; He seemed drawn to stay there, to listen to the wisdom of the Elders, and hear answers to His questions.  Yet the Elders, Luke says, were astonished at His intelligence and His answers, thus implying that they asked Him questions.


C. The Finding in the Temple (Luke 2:46-50). Two others were also astonished.  Mary and Joseph had never seen Jesus be anything but a loving, obedient boy.  In this scene, Joseph stays in the background; Mary receives our attention. At her amazed question, Jesus answers with another question, seeming also to be amazed, “Why did you search for me?” What a question from a teenager! Has yours ever challenged you that way? Then He fires another question at the amazed parents. “Did you not know that I had to be in my Father’s house?”


Here, we get a glimpse of the sense of urgency the Son of the Father felt; He had a sense of being a Son to Someone else.  He had a heightened zeal that drove Him to such unusual conduct. It reminds us of a young runaway or of an eloping couple, drawn by a strongly felt need. Does our own zeal, our love, yearn for a closeness to God where He dwells in our midst? Take time to think about your own love for and zeal for our house of God.


Mary and Joseph “did not grasp” all this.  Don’t we too find God’s ways, certain things He does or allows, hard to understand? Do we then ponder these things in our hearts, as Mary did? We feel a sense of patient, prayerful waiting in the life of Mary, for the fuller meaning of Jesus. Mary was a woman of faith, as we are called to be. Years afterwards, when Jesus had risen, then she understood.


D. Home to Nazareth (Luke 2:51-52). And then, at the end of the little account, there is a reversal.  Jesus “returned with them, and was obedient to them” for another eighteen years or so! Suddenly, we see another set of values being lived—a simple life, a family life, much the same round of duties, routines of the culture. Jesus shared this willingly for years and years.  Does this give us courage, and a lesson for our lives? We gain courage from such a hidden life deliberately chosen, the longest span of Jesus’ years.


This is the last mention of Joseph as participant in the lives of Jesus and Mary.  As we see him in the Gospel, he is the “Silent Saint.” Centuries of Christian faith and saints went by, and in the 1600’s, the great Teresa of Avila, saint and Doctor of the Church, wrote, “I have never asked anything of St. Joseph that I did not receive.” Since then, he has grown in importance to the Church. Popes have honored him as the Guardian of the Body of Christ on earth; miracles are reported of him right here in our North America, where the famous staircase in Santa Fe is attributed to him; and in Canada Brother Andre, now canonized, worked so many miracles through St. Joseph, that the people of Canada built one of the largest monuments in his honor, which dwarfs the great cathedrals of Europe.

III. WHAT DOES THIS STORY OF JESUS’ FINDING SAY TO US ABOUT THE GOOD NEWS?


In this gospel, Luke outlines for us Jesus’ origins and His destiny.  The Annunciations and the Visitation, the births and manifestations from Chapter 1 to 2:40, reveal who this child is.  There is much theology, knowledge of God and His eternal plan, to see in these events.  Then this little end section (Luke 2:41-52) reveals what this child is destined to be and to do.


A. Luke’s Dual Perspective


1. Son of Mary. Only Luke is careful to show us Jesus’ origins as a human being, and only Luke approaches His conception and birth from the viewpoint of Mary. Through this, we see Jesus as indeed human, born of woman, as St. Paul points out and also the early Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D. In a controversy about Jesus’ nature in those early days when the Church was free to ponder on all the Gospels’ revelation, disputes among scholars and theologians naturally developed. Was He God but not human? Human, but not God? How explain this? The bishops accepted the phrase Theotokos about Mary—“Bearer of God”.  This authoritative decision placed both a human and divine nature in Jesus, though He was one Person, a divine one.


In another perspective, Luke places Jesus as related to the past of the People of God, the biblical past that led up to Him.



2. Son of God (Luke 1:32). And here we get into a deeper statement of Luke. As the Savior, Jesus had to return to His father, the creative source of His divine life. Born of God, He would return to God.  As human, He must come to the end of His life by death, and thereafter, be absent from history but present in a new way both in heaven and on earth. It is the Church in which Jesus dwells historically now.  This short incident is a preview of the complete Gospel, when the Church itself is formed and grows.


B. Lucan Parallels. Luke parallels in a fascinating way, another journey of Jesus to a Passover in Jerusalem, to this journey in chapter 2. This boyhood and childhood connection to Jerusalem invokes the final journey Luke begins in Chapter 9:51, when Jesus goes to Jerusalem for His own Passover, in death and resurrection to the Father, when He is the real lamb sacrificed for the people.  Let us notice the careful set of parallels Luke embeds in his account:

Parallels Luke gives of Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem at Passover:

	Twelfth Year
	Last Journey to Jerusalem


	1. To the Temple: 2:22-23


	9:51

	2. To Passover Feast:  2:41-43


	22:7-8, 15, 19-20

	3. Is lost; creates confusion and dismay: 2:48


	24:21-24, 31

	4. Found after three days: 2:46


	24:1-3, 13-15, 40

	5. Divine necessity for his absence: 2:49


	24:50-51 (See also John 14:28 and 16:5-7)

	6. The Church in Jesus’ Journey: (Parents, elders) 2:41, 46
	8:21 and 11:28 (disciples)



C. Meaning of this Event. The visit of Jesus to Jerusalem at the age of 12 is, according to some scholars, to be considered as a narrative statement of the journey of Jesus’ whole life. In chapter 2, verses 41-50 conclude the Prologue, which, as in music, should introduce the major themes to come. In chapter 9:51 to the end of Luke in 24:53, we have Jesus presented as moving steadily toward Jerusalem for His last Passover, and then His “return to the Father.” “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”

IV. NAZARETH YEARS


A. Young Man. We leave Jesus at the end of Chapter 2 in the quiet town of Nazareth, preparing for His public ministry. The Gospels are largely silent about these formative years which make up the bulk of His life as man. We can pick up hints about these years, however.  Jesus was viewed by his neighbors as a carpenter (Mark 6:3), the son of a carpenter (Matthew 13:55). He seems to have lacked any formal education in theology (John 7:15). His life before His public ministry appeared quite ordinary, for His relatives and neighbors were shocked when He began to preach (Mark 3:20-21, 6:1-6).


B. Jesus’ Mother and Relatives. Catholics are often questioned about our belief that Mary was always a virgin, as the Liturgical Year and constant Tradition present here. (See the Confiteor in your Eucharistic Liturgy, Rite of Penance, and Eucharistic Prayer I: “Mary ever-virgin.”)


In Nazareth, who were their relatives? For one thing, Hebrew and Aramaic languages had few words for family relationships; all were usually “brothers” or “sisters,” all descendants of Abraham, with close tribal and clan laws and attitudes.


Also, John 19:25 and Matthew 27:56 give as the mother of the men called “brothers of Jesus” in Matthew 13.55, another Mary, the wife of Clopas and mother of “James and Joseph”.  “The mother of Zebedee’s sons,” also mentioned as being at the foot of the cross with the mother of Jesus, and may be “his mother’s sister,” mentioned in John 19:25, leading some to wonder if John and James were cousins to Jesus.  But the terms are always broad as well as narrow, as many non-Catholic Christians today use “brother” to mean another Christian, and Catholic religious use brother and sister to mean a member of their order, or a religious with vows.  These are some basis in scripture for an explanation of this small item in our faith, yet it is one often asked for by others.


C. Human and Divine. We can also learn something of these years from certain passages in Hebrews, especially 2:10-18; 4:15; 5:7-10 and 12:2.  Jesus was tempted in every way that we are; He learned to obey; He suffered; He even lived by faith.  How He was both human and divine is a mystery we cannot fathom, although we believe it with certitude.    Like Mary and Joseph, there is much we do not understand (Luke 2:50) even as we recognize Him as the Son of God.


Luke is now ready to bring us the adult John the Baptist and the adult Jesus, as do the other evangelists. But only he, from his special sources, gave us so much about  the roots, the beginnings, of these two great “men sent by God.”

* * * * * * *

QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 7

Luke 3:1-38

Day 1

As you read over the notes on Luke 2:41-52, underline anything that helps your spiritual life or your daily life. Make a note of something to share.

Day 2

Read Luke 3:1-20.


a.
On the Second Sunday of Advent we hear Mark’s story of John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus.  Our Gospel we are studying contains Luke’s account.  Compare Mark’s account in 1:1-8 with Luke’s account we have just read.  List some differences.


b.
How does John the Baptist see himself? Write three words that might describe John.


c.
In Luke 3:10-14, three questions from the people are answered.  What do the three answers have in common?

Day 3

Read Luke 3:21-22, John 1:6-9, 15, 19-34.


a.
Why do you think there are differences in their accounts?


b.
What are the messages in these passages for you?

Day 4

In the Baptism scene in Luke, what is the relation of Jesus:


a.
With John?


b.
With the crowds?


c.
With the Spirit?

Day 5

Read Luke 3:23-38.


a.
What names in Jesus’ genealogy here do you recognize?


b.
Choose one of the names in your answer above and explain his connection with Jesus.

Day 6

All that we have studied in these first three chapters of Luke are a major portion of the Advent and Christmas liturgies in the Church.


a.
When you attend these liturgies, are these readings helpful? How?


b.
Have the Bible Studies we have, made them helpful? How?


c.
What would you like to see improved in our celebrations of the Church’s Year, which follows the Life of Christ?
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